COM 0412 01 A
 SPECIAL TOPICS IN COMMUNICATION: Radio and Sound Production
FINAL EXAM  Spring 2006
Please read this entire exam before completing the answers. Your grade will be based on the factual detail and imagination you supply in each answer. You can use any class notes, handouts, educational resource on my marksnpix website, or website that discusses radio or audio production. However, you must cite the URL where you found any information after you answer the question. Word process your answers in 12 pt Times Roman Bold typeface. When you have completed the exam, email it to mark727@comcast.net by noon on Tuesday, May 11, 2006.  
GOOD LUCK!
PART 1: You are a business executive with access to large amounts of investor capital. You are interested in starting your own commercial broadcast FM radio station somewhere in the continental United States. You are the one with the creative control, but still, you have to report to a board of investors who must approve your creative choices. They want to see the detail of your plan, so they will ask the following questions:

1. What will be the radio station’s call letters?

2. What city will your station be located?

3. What will be its format? (it has to be one currently used in the radio biz)
4. Target demographic?

5. Name 20 songs that would be on the station’s play list that would conform to the format you’ve chosen.

6. Who would you select to be the morning drive show host(s)? (Note: you can pick anyone currently working in the radio biz) Why would you select them?

7. Who would you select to be the afternoon drive show host(s)? (Note: you can pick anyone currently working in the radio biz) Why would you select them?

8. Who would you select to take the evening shift? (Note: you can pick anyone currently working in the radio biz) Why would you select them?

9. What special shows or contests you would have your hosts take part in that would build audience ratings?

10. Name 5 major corporate sponsors and 5 local sponsors that would advertise on the show to match your target audience

11. If the first few ratings periods did not show a significant increase in the audience share, what methods would you employ to increase the audience share?

PART 2: Download and listen to the track at this URL:
http://www.marksnpix.com/arr/aclips1/Xcalifornia1.2.mp3
Answer these questions:

1. How many guitar tracks do you hear?

2. How many vocal tracks do you hear?

3. Besides the drum loop which you should be familiar with from class, what other percussion instrument do you hear on this track?
4. Identify an effect used on this song.

Download and listen to these two tracks – TNK-X and TNK-R posted at the following URL:

http://www.marksnpix.com/dmindex.htm
1. Name 3 audible differences in the mixing of each version.

2. Can you identify any effect(s) used on this song?

PART 3: You are a record producer in charge of recording a new group’s first single. They don’t have much money, so they can only afford to record 8 tracks for their song, “Tommy’s Got No Mommy” There are two singers, a guitarist, a bass player, a drummer, and a keyboard player. List how you are going to record this song, as far as what instruments will go on what track. After you establish the track order, explain why you recorded the instruments in that order. Also, explain how you plan to mix this song. What will be louder, softer, more prominent, less prominent, etc, in the mix. Will the song have a “hook” or a “sound” that you, as the producer, will assign to it that will make it a hit?
Track 1:

Track 2:

Track 3:

Track 4:

Track 5:

Track 6:

Track 7:

Track 8:

All follow up answers to the questions regarding the recording and mixing of “Tommy’s Got No Mommy” will be written here:
After you’ve completed the exam, be sure to save a copy of it to your local hard drive or other storage device just in case it gets lost in transit. Thank you!

