Mark A. Hauck 
EDE 410/411 
Unit Plan:   SCIENCE   Grade 4   Day 2


EXPLORING FORESTS
Rainfall and Temperature Connection
STANDARDS FOLLOWED:


PDE ST3.1.4.C—Illustrate patterns that occur and reoccur in nature (growth pattern in plants).
PDE ST3.3.4.A—Know the similarities and differences among living things
OBJECTIVES: 

1. Identify how temperature and rainfall affect forest growth.
ANTICIPATORY SET:

1. A potted plant simulates a tree. The plant is watered. Predict how the water affects growth. Predict how the temperature in the classroom could affect growth. Place potted plant by the window. Predict any changes.
PROCEDURE: 

2. “Forests and Rainfall” handout. Color code rainfall and forest areas.
3. World map handout. Color code temperature zones.

4. Review text material to supplement discussion.

MATERIALS:

1. Handouts reprinted from teacher’s manual.
2. colored markers
3. potted plant
4. spray bottle of water

ASSESSMENT:

1. Handouts collected and graded.
CLOSURE:

1. Can anyone make the connection between rainfall, climate, and forests?
EVALUATION:

I noted great student interest in the constant spraying of my potted plant whenever I said the words rainfall and forest. I liked the way I was able to punctuate a thought with a spray of the water bottle. The visual was strong but once the lesson began, too many students were losing the connection between rainfall and climate. Some students were already thinking we were studying the rain forest, because of the use of the words rain and forest in a different context. It’s going to be challenging to ensure that the students make this connection between rainfall, climate, and forests. I’d estimate that only 2/3 of the class is getting this right now. I may have to take an extra day to reinforce this topic. I’m not sure if the maps supplied by the text book are making it clear for the students, especially the concept of overlaying sheets of paper to see two images blend into one. If I do this again, I’ll give a mini-lesson on the concept first before having students work with the maps.  

