SPED 626 Article #6 Discussion 4/3/10
This article was the first of a two part series on that was written in the early 1990s on the topic of transition into adult life by students with disabilities. Madeline Will, a former OSERS director, first coined the term “bridging,” as a unique way to label the methods used to ensure successful transition. The treatment of the special needs population was in the process of undergoing vast improvements since the passing of legal reforms in the 70s. Once the new laws improved the lives of the disabled in educational environments, it was time to address their lives beyond school and into adult life. The six articles included in this series provide a comprehensive overview of the whole process, from an examination of the population from a socio-economic and behavioral standpoint to means to train and develop productive members of the workforce. The underlying goal is to provide people with disabilities a sense of independence and self-sufficiency. The research indicates that fostering those traits increase an individual’s sense of self-worth, and therefore, the likelihood of their success at life endeavors. Each article outlines the structure of a particular plan or approach to transitioning. The first article on “Workplace Support” details the steps to train the individual, help them find a job, and help them maintain the job. Suggestions for support interventions are made, with an emphasis on encouraging employers to be cognizant of possible difficulties and how they can be positively addressed. Cultural and socio-economic disparities impact success among transitioning students. The research in the second article, “Cross-Cultural Transition …,” indicates that leadership potential among minority and at-risk youths is directly linked to the quality of the education and training they receive.  The article notes the gains being made at closing the achievement gaps between whites and minorities, especially those with limited English proficiency.  The third article on “Legal Aspects of Transition …” examines the legislation covering rehabilitation, special education, employment, and public accommodation services over a roughly twenty year period. The progress that was made over that period underscores how interagency cooperation and their advocacy influences legislation on behalf of people with disabilities. The fourth article, “The ‘Special Needs’ Job Developer,” provides a helpful primer on how a person in their transitional stage can prepare themselves to embark on their working career. It is important for the individual to consider all facets of their preparation, from personal grooming habits, manner of dress, and social skills. An extremely valuable part of the article is the inclusion of a sample résumé and interview performance checklists. Article five, “Transition from Institutional Settings…” describes the challenges faced by emotionally disturbed students as they attempt to transition from institutional settings (schools) to public environments where they hope to be employed.  Emotionally disturbed students, according to the research, have greater difficulties adjusting to life outside of the school environments due to different factors—intolerance, lack of understanding, different structures, and different expectations. However, these issues can be overcome if employment providers offer the necessary level of support necessary to smooth the transition. Article six, “Parent Involvement…” underscores the importance of parental involvement in the transition process. Parental involvement, according to the research, has been proven to be essential in the process. Children respond positively when parents show concern and an interest in their progress.
Like the school environment, people with disabilities need to eventually find, via the transition stage, the least restrictive environment, if possible, to lead independent and self-sufficient lives. Doing so will promote their feeling of inclusiveness with the rest of society. We can learn from this series that it is essential that as many barriers to their progress be overcome as students with disabilities transition to adult life. We can also learn that a caring and compassionate society via public agencies, personal fortitude, and appropriate laws, can make all the difference. 
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	        After reading the article I can see where transition services were created and how they have changed with each new law.  I also learned that all of the following concepts have changed due to the changing legislation.  The definition of "handicapped" has been made more inclusive.  Severe disabilities have been specifically targeted. All the programs are to be outcome based.  All special services are to be provided in the most least  restrictive environment.  The services that are provided should consist of transition training from school to work.  The programs or agencies should remember that these children with disabilities will grow to be adults with disabilities and all should be coordinated to help the person.  Finally I agree with Clark and Knowlton that transition services should include independent living and social outcomes.  I think that we do a lot for disabled students while they are in school, but are we really preparing them to live in the real world.  Disable students should be given plenty of opportunities to learn to live in the world outside of school on their own.  I know we have come a long way in a short amount of time in making laws to help bring disabled children and adults into the world around them, but how can we not do more?
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REPLY TO MARY BALL:
Not only does the process of transition into adult life represent our compassionate and caring side, it also is firmly representative of our collective American spirit. Our nation was founded partly on the ability to forge ahead through overwhelming circumstances. Just the courage it took to cross a vast ocean to an unknown and sometimes forbidding new environment cannot be undervalued. This spirit is ingrained into the fiber of our being. Interestingly, the knowledge concerning disabilities is somewhat akin to those past journeys taken across the ocean. I think of it as another kind of journey, from darkness into light. A hundred years ago, we didn’t understand the nature of disabilities and preferred to treat those with them as societal pariahs. Gradually, perceptions changed and we moved out an age of uncertainty. Why? Because people began to realize there was compelling and humanitarian need to treat people with disabilities with dignity. I believe the 20th century in America will be remembered as the age when the idea of Constitutional equality became more of a reality, instead of just words written on parchment.  
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	This article provides a clear, and detailed timeline of the progression of transition and related services for individuals with special needs.  It is truly amazing to see the level of progress that has been made in special education since the Education of the Handicapped Act of 1970.  I could not imagine living in a time when individuals with special needs did not receive the services they needed and had no one to advocate for them!

Although I am familiar with special education legislation, I did not know about some of the acts mentioned in this article.  For instance, I was not familiar with the EHA Amendments of 1983 which addressed the need for schools to assist in the transitional process.  This piece of legislation seemed to be the first to address the issue of providing transitional services from school to employment or postsecondary education.  In addition, the Carl Perkins Vocational Education Act of 1984 provided federal funds for equipment, staff, and buildings necessary for successful transition services.  The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 was monumental in terms of providing civil rights for individuals with special needs.  This act prohibits job discrimination against those with physical or mental disabilities.  

Much has been done to assist individuals with special needs in the transition from school to postsecondary education and/or employment.  However, I believe this issue is still evolving and lawmakers still need to advocate for individuals with special needs.  Coordination and collaboration between schools and outside agencies is essential to the success of transition services.
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	From this article, the origins of transition services are clear.  Legislation has affected special education is so many ways including the more inclusive definition of "handicapped."  Providing an outcome-based, free and appropriate education in the least restrictive environment is essential to the success of individuals with special needs.  I agree that these programs need to keep in mind that the children will eventually be a member of the "adult" world and transition services must be available to help prepare them!  Also, I agree with Clark and Knowlton that transition services need to address independent living and social outcomes.  We can and must do more to help advocate for individuals with special needs!
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	I had no idea there were that many laws regarding transitioning individuals with disabilities.  It was interesting to see how the laws have changed over the years.  I think it is truly amazing that these laws ensure that individuals with disabilities are given the opportunity to work and have a relatively normal life.  I believe it is important that individuals are trained for what's to come after high school.  By ensuring students receive on the job training and develop necessary life skills to function in our society, we are giving everyone the opportunity to be successful. 
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REPLY TO GINA SCHWARTZ
I hear you! I thought after last semester’s SPED Law class with Dr. Fair, I thought I could almost qualify for a J.D. degree! Seriously, sometimes, our legislators do get it right. Currently, our legislators on both the state and federal level haven’t been the most popular folks among us. I read the polls and note the low approval ratings. Yet, when you examine the breadth of legislation on behalf of education and special needs since the 1960s, one has to be impressed. I wonder what would be the next legislative “new frontier” to address with special needs. Following the trend so far, I would imagine that senior citizens with special needs might be a focus. Senior citizen health issues has become more important as the baby boom ages  What happens to seniors with special needs when all their caregivers have passed away and they are alone? Are they institutionalized? How would that preserve their right to LRE?  Can there be other alternatives that avoid the re-institutionalization route?

I don’t know what legal protections these folks have. I’d like to learn more about that.
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	I completely agree with you regarding lawmakers needing to continue to advocate for individual with special needs.  With their help in creating and amending laws to support the rights of individuals with disabilities, we can continue to see our society providing opportunities to all of its citizens.  I also agree with you about the coordination and collaboration between schools and outside agencies being important to support transition services.  Without these organizations working together, it would be next to impossible to give students the opportunities to develop the skills to work and live in our society.
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	I agree with you about transition services including independent living.  We are really working hard at preparing them to be successful in a job while they are in school, but I am not sure what services are offered to train them for how to live an independent life.  We should be doing more to ensure that they are prepared to enter the world in which they live.
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	I didn't realize until I read this article how far we have actually come in regards to laws pertaining to individuals with disabilities.  I think that each and every law that was discussed in this article has done justice for individuals with disabilities.  Students in schools have benefitted, vocational education has benefited, basic rehabilitation services have benefited, and the list goes on.  I am proud of all of the individuals who have advocated for individuals with disabilities to see that these laws get set in place.  

It is my hope that there are enough people still advocating because regardless of how far we have already come, I feel there is still a good ways to go.   The laws and programs that are in place are wonderful, but I think that more focus on post-secondary education and job placement is still necessary.  

Overall, I see forward movement which is a very positive thing, and I think with continued support we can guide individuals with disabilities starting at a much earlier age (during grade school and up) to focus on themselves and what they are capable of and what they want to do when they "grow up".  With parental, school, and agency guidance we can help disabled individuals be more successful from an early age!
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	I totally agree with your comment on independent living and social outcomes.  I feel that individuals with disabilities will benefit greatly from everyday living classes or programs that focus on the basics of life after high school.  Too often our basic life tasks are taken for granted, like everyone knows how to do that, why should we teach that in class.  Maybe it shouldn't be part of a "class" in school, but special "fun" and "active" programs that promote life after high school knowledge and tasks would be a great thing to be implemented!
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	I really do think life skills classes are the way to go.  These classes benefit all students, but especially students with disabilities.  Sometimes it's these basic life skills that will help them to gain the confidence to want to seek post - secondary education or employment after high school.  Guiding students with disabilities through life skills classes focused on employment after high school would give them time to explore and gain self-awareness to help them make post-secondary decisions.



	Tags:  None 
	Reply Quote Mark as Read 


	[image: image33.wmf]
	Thread: Transition
Post: Transition
Author: Jennifer Hansen 

	Posted Date: April 3, 2010 12:17 PM
Status: Published



	

	It was interesting to read the progression of improvement of transition services.  Even though the system has come a long way, I believe there are still steps that could be taken to improve the system.  I feel like too many adults with disabilities get lost in the real world after graduating from high school.  If the adults don't have a good support system with family and friends, it would be tough for them to be successful.  Overall, I felt the article was very informative.
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	Rachel, I agree with you; I was surprised at the number of laws that dealt with transition.  The transition system has come a long way, but I also feel like there are other steps that could be taken to make it more successful.  I feel like too many adults with disabilities get lost in the real world after graduating from high school.  There needs to be some sort of support net for them.  I enjoyed reading your response!
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	Gina, I agree, I didn't realize the number of laws regarding transition services.  The process has clearly been improved over the years.  I do feel like there are still steps that could be taken to improve the system, such as a support system so that the adults with disabilities don't get lost in the real world.  



	Tags:  None 
	Reply Quote Mark as Read 


	[image: image36.wmf]
	Thread: Legal Aspects
Post: RE: Legal Aspects
Author: Mary Ball 

	Posted Date: April 3, 2010 12:28 PM
Status: Published



	

	      As you can guess I am older and I have lived through a lot of these different special education laws.  I can remember when special education didn't exist and when it was started if was in a seperate school and you never saw these children in the public schools.  As I grew up I watched how special education has changed but it still has a long way to go.
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	     I agree with you.  Special education laws have come so far.  I can only hope that this trend keeps going and thing improve for disabled students.



	Tags:  None 
	Reply Quote Mark as Read 


	[image: image38.wmf]
	Thread: A Chance to Gain Life-Skills
Post: A Chance to Gain Life-Skills
Author: Iris Baron 

	Posted Date: April 3, 2010 7:23 PM
Status: Published



	

	      This article discussed many laws meant to help people with disabilities. This article has shown me how multi-faceted and interconnected law creation and research has been in this quest to establish accessible services for special education populations. The expanded concept for adult transition described in this article has shown me major historical and current priorities in the field of special education.  Six main focus points described in this article explained dominating ideas about how special education populations are conceptually understood. These emphasized areas of attention include the following:  inclusion, a focus on people with severe disabilities, outcome based assessments, LRE, transition services, and the fact that children with disabilities become adults with disabilities.          

  Interestingly, the past has been described a process in making things like employment, independent living, financial independence accessible. The major questions program planners and researchers need to ask now include the following questions.  

Do transition efforts result in adult integration for people with disabilities?

Do schools target adult status and community integration prep? 

Have agencies and schools developed solid relationships that promote work opportunities for students with disabilities after they are done with school?

The past has shown us that many students with disabilities have not been able to find jobs. Research has suggested that the reason for this is students have not been appropriately equipped to live with independence during their time in school.  When students with special needs are provided with vocational training, they are more likely to gain work and financial skills they need to be equipped for adult hood.                                              
  What is most fascinating to me about this article is how interconnected research and the law has been in creating laws and identifying needs.  I believe IEPs, LRE, and FAPE, as well as all the laws described in this article can help create more opportunities for people with special needs to succeed when they are done with school. This article is important because it has shown me that laws and academia can work together in constructive ways.  

  Graduates are more likely to be employed if they have chances in school to gain life skills opportunities, such as personal finance courses and appropriate communication practice within communities. I would love a chance to bridge communication and partnership gaps between schools and businesses or organizations willing to provide students with disabilities a chance to work in a constructive environment.  

       Professionals in the field of special education, particulaly those involved with transition planning, can find opportunities for students with special needs to gain vocational skills before it is time for them to graduate. Since many people in the field of special education are aware of what needs to be done to promote adult independence, it is our job to try to ensure that special education populations gain vocational and work while they are in school. I am in agreement with the point made in this article that effective high school transition planning that is implemented can facilitate success.    
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	I agree with you Mary! We will and we can do more! I think it is important for us to communicate will with transition coordinators and do our best to make sure that students gain work and life skills opportunities both in and out of class.
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	I felt refreshed and hopeful after reading about these laws as well! I, like you, believe that we can continue to support people with disabilities and promote that they can gain experiences the will need to live with independence.  I also agree with you on seeing a forward movement.  We can help, so let's do it!   
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	It was very interesting to trace the time line of these legislative acts to improve the lives and help guarantee the rights of individuals with disabilities. There was a lot of insightful information here to think about and reflect on. We may complain about "big government" sometimes, but here is proof that things for individuals with disabilities only change when the government and advocates step in on their behalf. They really lead the way in changing public attitudes and perceptions about individuals (American citizens !) with disabilities.
The section on community integration was especially interesting to me in that this is the "proving grounds" to me. All the legislation passed in the America will not be effective if the local community does not accept and work with the school in this transition process from high school to community employment. You still need community leadership even with all the planning and organizational efforts from the school. 
The four general areas important to successful transition by Luckasson under community integration was very good and most likely controversial. For example, the issue of citizenship and voting is one of controversy. Only those with the most severe limitations might be excluded from the voting process. Many states do restict the rights of those with mental disabilities from voting, although there appears to be little enforcement according to the author. I believe that individuals with disabilities must vote to ensure legislation that impacts them as American citizens.
Current efforts for transitioning to the community from high school focused on outcome based is good. If our current efforts result in successful integration into the adult world using the four areas identified by Luckasson (1983, then I think we can say it is successful. The proof of the success of the transition program is in how many students have successfully transitioned to the community, using the four general ares discussed by Luckasson, and not just going through the motions of doing the program to satisfy the law. This is one area we don't need perception substituting for reality, or what is really happening for the student in transition to the community as an adult. Thanks for reading.
Greg Gibson
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	I think that it is interesting how many different laws there are that relate to transition services.  In many instances I think we forget how many laws apply to our students.  We always think of IDEA but we forget that all of the disability acts apply to our students even though they do not directly talk about education.  It is also interesting to see how these laws have evolved over the years.  Like every other aspect of our lives, as time goes on we place more importance on certain aspects of the subject.  Different generations have different views as to what is important as far as transitions are concerned.  Times change and so do transition needs.  It is neat to see all of the laws in one place to see how they have evolved.
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	Kathleen,

I agree that it is sad to think that not too long ago people did not recieve the special education services they needed.  These issues are everchanging and everyone concerned for the well being of people with special needs must be an advocate and try to help imporve the laws and help them grow.

Morgan
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	Rachael,

I think there are still many people advocating and doing what they can to help.  I think that it is all of our job to advocate for these children in any way that we are capable of.  We all have taken a very important step in advocating already: education.  As we become more educated about transitions then we pass that information along to people we know.  The more people that know about the subject the more can be done to help transition services evolve.

Morgan
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	I agree that family and friends are so important in transitioning into adulthood. I worry for those who do not have some one to guide them along the way.
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