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NB: The notes for this assignment will be included in boldface in the appropriate places.
CLASS TYPE: FULL INCLUSION GRADES 5-6
LESSON TITLE:  MICHELANGELO AND THE SISTINE CHAPEL
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS: 

PDE WORLD HISTORY 8.4.6.A: Identify and explain how individuals and groups made significant political and cultural contributions to world history.
PDE ARTS & HUMANITIES 9.1.5.E: Know and demonstrate how arts can communicate experiences, stories, or emotions through the production of works in the arts. 

OBJECTIVES:

1. The students will identify Michelangelo’s contribution to Renaissance art and world history.
2. The students will identify and experience some of the physical challenges Michelangelo overcame to complete his task of painting the ceiling in the Sistine Chapel. 

3.The students will describe in their own words the process of artistic expression.
Guideline 1: Providing options for perception—Feature: This lesson is cross curricular (social studies, art, language arts) and involves different intelligences per Howard Gardner (i.e. spatial, kinesthetic, intrapersonal). This differentiated approach appeals to learners because different skills are being taught and assessed.
ANTICIPATORY SET:

The teacher will hold up a textbook picture of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and ask students to identify them by name. 
Checkpoint 2.5 Illustrate via multimedia-- Feature: picture held up by teacher, can be passed around for tactile reinforcement; Barrier: need larger picture projected via Elmo or LCD projector connected to computer. Multiple pictures would be a plus, of different sizes, to permit a more concrete understanding of the cultural reference, which may or may not be too familiar. Possible adjustment of this anticipatory set may be necessary upon post-lesson reflection for effectiveness.
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Checkpoint 2.4 Promote understanding across languages-- Barrier: some students might not have had access to TV; too culturally obscure for some; bilingual translation of the name “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” might help ELL students.

The teacher will then ask the students if they know the origins of these unusual sounding names. If they don’t, show them pictures of Renaissance arts as a clue. If they still don’t know, identify artists with the known name.
Checkpoint 1.3 Offer alternatives for visual descriptions-- Feature: teacher’s verbal interaction with students in presenting material.

Checkpoint 2.1 Clarify vocabulary-- (“Renaissance”).
Checkpoint 3.2 Highlight patterns, critical ideas, big ideas, and relationships—Feature: all the Turtle names were artists’ names, all worked around the same time period, Michelangelo painted for years on his back, the Renaissance was a high point of culture in Europe after the gloomy Middle Ages. 
MATERIALS:

1. Paper

2. Masking tape

3. Crayons

4. Washable color markers

5. Washable water based paint of different colors

6. Colored pencils

7. Pens

8. Notebooks

9. Desks

10. Tables

11. DVD: Michelangelo: Artist and Man.
12. Art smocks of some kind (old shirts from a parent or older sibling will do)

13. Internet and computers

14. History of Art by H.W. Janson (textbook)

Checkpoint 5.2 Use of multiple tools for construction and composition. Feature: a mix of traditional and new technologies to achieve lesson objective. Possible barriers: Fine motor issues, too many options for certain students (overstimulation).

Checkpoint 7.1 Optimize individual choice and autonomy—Feature: variety of tools, multiple choices, student can customize their art piece as they wish.
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PROCEDURAL OVERVIEW:

The teacher will introduce the students to the Renaissance artist Michelangelo of Italy. They will view the DVD depicting his life and work as a painter and sculpture, and architect.
Checkpoint 3.4 Maximize transfer and generalization—Feature: use of DVD

Checkpoint 3.1 Activate or supply prior knowledge. Feature: use of DVD
Checkpoint 2.5 Illustrate via multimedia—Possible barrier: Attention deficit students might not be able to pay attention through whole program. Arrange for alternatives when they reach their “satiation point.” 

Checkpoint 2.4 Promote understanding across languages—Barrier: subtitled DVD needed for ELL students.

 They can access the internet and visit the Vatican City’s interactive website that describes (with audio and video, graphic stills) the artwork of Sistine Chapel, where some of Michelangelo’s most famous works are featured.
Checkpoint 2.5 Illustrate via multimedia—Feature: digital images from web based sources offer variety to students.
Checkpoint 1.1 Offer ways of customizing the display of information—Feature: Students can manipulate images they find; Possible barrier: students with fine motor issues will need assistance with keyboard and mouse skills.

 Also, pose this question to the students: what would it be like if you had to lie on your back with your arms outstretched day in and day out for four years with only some “down time” to eat meals and sleep? Explain that they are going to lie on their backs and create pieces of artwork on paper taped to the underside of desks or tables. Students are permitted to draw anything they wish and are encouraged to make it as detailed and colorful as possible.

Checkpoint 6.1 Guide appropriate goal setting—Feature: gives intrinsically motivated students something to strive for. Barrier: Extrinsically motivated students may require extra prompting and someone to model the skill, i.e. the teacher or paraprofessional lies on their back and starts the drawing for the student or does a “hand over hand” accommodation. They can also repeat the expectations for the activity for the class as needed.  

Checkpoint 7.1 Optimize individual choice and autonomy—Feature: variety of tools, multiple choices of tools, student can customize their art piece as they wish.
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Checkpoint 8.2 Vary demands and resources to optimize challenge—Feature: Provide alternative for student uncomfortable with physical demands of the lesson. Feature: Compels hesitant students to step beyond their personal comfort zones.
Checkpoint 7.3 Minimize threats and distractions—Feature: Reassures certain students that lying on the floor will be safe, especially students who may be claustrophobic. 
PRODCEDURAL CHECKLIST:

1. KWL with students about Michelangelo. Display graphics and watch DVD.
2. Arrange the desks and chairs being used around the room so students have ample room to work on their backs. (Be sure the floor is clean!)

3. Tape pieces of paper to the underside of the desks and tables. (Teacher or paraprofessional assist if necessary)

4. Have the students put on their art smocks and place themselves under the assigned table..

5. Distribute the art supplies to the class. Allow students to choose their tool.
6. Students begin drawing, coloring, painting, etc. 
7. When they are finished, the teacher(s) will assist the students in carefully removing the artwork from the underside of the desks and tables.

8. Clean up as usual after any art activity involving paints. 

Checkpoint 3.3 Guide information processing, visualization, and manipulation—Feature: Covering procedural steps (and repeating if necessary, with students’ echo). Possible barrier: Some students may require a hard copy of the procedures to follow. 
Checkpoint 9.1 Promote expectations and beliefs that optimize motivation—Feature: Students may overcome their initial apprehension since activity procedural steps not typical of most lessons. Barrier: Some students will need more prompts and encouragement due to the unusual nature of the activity.  
CLOSURE:

1. Discuss with the students what it was like to paint from a horizontal position. How quickly did their arms get tired? Describe other physical sensations. Any emotional sensations? What new perspective do you have for the work of Michelangelo?

Checkpoint 6.4 Expand capacity for monitoring progress—Feature: Students share their work with their peers. Sharing work promotes social skills and reflective and expressive skills are reinforced via written journal entries. Journal entries can also be shared verbally with peers. 
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ASSESSMENT:

1. All illustrations are displayed on a wall in the classroom so they can all be seen by all. 

2. Underneath each picture will be a caption about how they created this amazing piece of art work.
3. Students will write in their journals on the work of Michelangelo, his cultural contributions to world history, and to imagine what it would be like to lead the life of an artist.

Checkpoint 6.4 Expand capacity for monitoring progress—Feature: Students share their work with their peers. Sharing work promotes social skills and reflective and language skills via journal entries. Barrier: Some students with anxiety issues fear presenting before peers. Their progress should be assessed differently.
Checkpoint 8.4 Increase mastery-oriented feedback—Feature: Reinforce students’ sense of self-efficacy with constructive feedback from teacher.
Checkpoint 8.3 Foster collaboration and community—Feature: increased group social skills via peer presentations and discussions
ACCOMMODATIONS:

1. Velcro gloves (or Velcro’d markers) for students with fine motor skill issues. Same students may require hand-over-hand assistance.

2. For wheel chair bound students or those with milder physical impairments that limit their ambulatory movement, permit them to sit wherever it’s comfortable for them in front of a window. If this isn’t possible, allow them to sit anywhere in the classroom and draw from that perspective. An aide or student mentor should be made available to assist them with handling the drawing materials. If the student with special needs feels uncomfortable drawing with one eye covered, permit them to use both eyes if they wish.

3. Visually impaired students should sit as close to the TV or teacher as possible. Magnifiers may be needed for computer screens.
4. Alternative activities for students with emotional or attention deficit issues.

