I'm still waiting for the scientifically based research that conclusively proves that iWhatNot gadgetry is suitable for K-12 classroom instruction. Until then, to this educator, it's little more than slick marketing hype. The very same people pushing these products are also predicting the swift demise of the much cherished SmartBoard. I know, I have discussions with these people all the time and their projections are often unreasonable and motivated by one thing ... $$$. I could very well show you school building closets filled to the ceilings with dusty old tech that Apple sold gullible educators over the last two decades, tech that was billed as "must haves" with shelf lives of only a few years. In five years something will replace the iWhatNot and they'll say the same thing all over again while the present models are tossed aside. 

Excellent education is based on EXCELLENT instructors, not gadgetry. The best teachers I've ever had in my life used overhead projectors. The force of their presence and personalities made kids want to learn. If you are a teacher these days and you can't entertain students as well as instruct them, you might as well pack it in.

The truth is, we have no idea what the world will be like when our kids grow up.

I remember all the silly stuff that was predicted about the future when I was growing up in the 60s and 70s. We were supposed to be landing men on Mars by now. Climatologists were predicting a New Age.

All of this is a ploy to market good and services to an unsuspecting public who always dance to Madison Avenue's tune. Trust your own rational mind and intuition, not fashionable gadgets or pop culture inspired trends, to lead you. Parents should be ultimately responsible for teaching their kids how to deal with the practical aspects of life when they eventually mature into true adults.

"At this point, it is commonly understood that students should be the driving force."

"we HUNT for viable ways to replace our teacher centered, sage on the stage classrooms with student centered, 21st century learning." 

When the students go to university and earn their teaching certifications, then they can run the show. Until then, they have to simply follow directions. By the way, that can include working in cooperative groups within the classroom when appropriate, but it's still under the supervision of the adult/teacher.

I see that this philosophy is the likely extension of the post-Dr. Spock mentality of overindulging kids who are then led to believe that they are on the same moral plane as adults. It's no wonder that we have a generation of middle and upper middle class kids possessed with a sense of over-entitlement, who don't know their place, who act and speak in front of adults as if they are adults with little respect or consideration for their elders' status. It's also the extension of giving kids most anything they want instead of saying "no" out of fear of not being considered their "pal."

This the legacy  of the materialist me-me-me self-indulgent American lifestyle that has been allowed to happen in the last 50 years. It started with the baby boomers and has gotten progressively worse since then. What happens when you overindulge kids? They grow up and become self-centered, over indulged adults who have to buy every toy that comes on the market no matter if they need it or not.

Not everything has to be made "fast, easy, and fun." That's not how you mold responsible and self-reliant adults.

Some of you folks are the same way. You are afraid of saying "no." You are afraid of applying the brakes. You don't have a sense of moderation or enough self-restraint to step back and think critically.

Hmm, I'm not reading enough of that on these boards. Where's the CRITICAL THINKING? I guess that goes out the window when there are pitches to be made and commercial bottom lines to be met.

